Guide to Finspång

ADVENTURES, HISTORY
AND CULTURE –
ACTIVITIES FOR EVERYONE
Finspång’s roots lie in Sweden’s industrial past, and today it is at the
forefront of modern Swedish industry. The beautiful and rugged
countryside of the mining region Bergslagen, where this industrial
tradition was born, is now a source of thrilling leisure activities and
beautiful historic environments.
that was then. Today our strong business
community equips much of the world with
high-tech industrial products. Our rich past
has given us a wealth of cultural heritage to
see and experience in the present, including
Finspångs slott, the country house built
in the 1600s for the de Geer family with
its orangery, English park, temple and the
summer house, Lugnet.
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Culture on
the rise
Culture is a high priority
in Finspång. Kulturhuset
Finspång is a prime example
– a newly renovated and
welcoming building, this
cultural centre has been
a cultural hub since it
opened in autumn 2011. It
is a natural meeting place
for local culture, with a
theatre, cinema, concerts,
conferences, dance,
exhibitions and restaurants.
Plenty of events are also
organised in Finspång
including music, drama,
markets and sports events.
There really is something
here for everyone, almost
every day.
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Canons, energy and glass
Finspång is an industrial town with
high-tech industry including Siemens and
Sapa. It was early on the scene in Sweden’s
industrial history and in the mid-sixteenth
century the first ironworks was founded
on the river Finspångsån. Louis de Geer
developed Finspång to become Europe’s
foremost weapons manufacturing site and
saw to it that the town gained a monopoly
on manufacturing canons in Sweden. But

Finspång is also home to world-class art.
The Reijmyre glassworks started making
mouth-blown glass in 1810, making it the
second-oldest glassworks in Sweden still
in operation. Björke Vävstuga is a unique
weaving mill and S:ta Maria church,
founded in the second half of the 1100s,
has original ceiling and wall paintings that
are some of the most unique mediaeval
paintings in northern Europe. Another
fascinating area is Häfla, a hammer forge
that offers a unique insight into Sweden’s
industrial history. This small, complete
ironworks shows the development of
production techniques over 300 years.
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Nature, adventure, activities
In Finspång, water is the dominant
element of the natural landscape. The
town and its surroundings boast 368
lakes, a fantastic resource for canoeing,
long-distance skating, fishing and
swimming. Exercising and getting out
and about couldn’t be easier. We have
approximately 150 active clubs and
societies spanning a range of different
activities. There are excellent exercise and
ski trails and a large indoor sports hall for
handball, basketball and floorball. There
is also a 27-hole golf course, stables, an

ice rink, a bandy pitch and facilities for
athletics, shooting, archery, tennis and
motocross.
Arena Grosvad is one of Sweden’s most
modern swimming, exercise and relaxation
centres. There are activities for all the
family, including games for the little
ones and relaxation and exercise for the
grown-ups.
Finspång is also known for skittles, one of
the world’s oldest competitive and social
sports.

Right to roam
Sweden’s right to roam,
the right of public access,
applies when you are going
for a walk, paddling a kayak
or just sitting on a rock and
thinking. The right to roam
is a unique opportunity for
everyone to freely enjoy
the countryside. But we also
need to take responsibility
for plant and animal life and
to show consideration for
landowners and other visitors. In other words, don’t
disturb – don’t destroy.
Read more at: http://
www.swedishepa.
se/In-English/Start/
Enjoying-nature/Theright-of-public-access/
The-Right-of-Public-Access-in-other-languages/
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The municipality contains many hiking trails suitable for most tastes and levels of
ﬁtness – from families to experienced ramblers. If you’ve got a pair of good walking boots or a bike, it’s easy to combine exercise and a taste for exploration.
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Countr y h
house witark
English p en
and gard
temples
A historic walk through an
industrial setting. Take the
opportunity to enjoy the
magniﬁcent house with its
English park and orangery,
the temple of Aurora,
the iron temple and the
summerhouse Lugnet.
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INTERESTING AND
BEAUTIFUL HIKING
TRAILS
Finspång’s countryside might have been made for ramblers. An
experience to delight the senses, walking here combines exercise and a
stunning landscape.
Varied route around Lake Mäseln
The hiking trail encircling Lake Mäseln
offers a chance to explore a beautifully
varied landscape. This is a hiking area
with 5 km of moderate hiking trails, easily
accessible by foot, by bicycle or by car.
Gruvstugan hiking trails
Gruvstugan in Hällestad is an easily
accessible destination. The walk takes you
on a journey back in time through the old
mining area in the south of Hällestad.
International mining trail in
Grytgöl
This is a beautiful hiking trail through
a landscape that bears the traces of the
mining industry of the past. The 10 km long
trail passes many intriguing old mines.
The hiking, cycling, swimming and skiing
association Svenska Folksportförbundet is
launching the trail among the international
rambling community, which will attract
ramblers from far and wide.

Östgötaleden
Östgötaleden, the Östergötland walking
trail, offers 1,400 km of hiking trails across
the county and is the longest network
of trails in Sweden. Östergötland is one
of the richest areas in Sweden in terms
of its history, with many interesting
remains from the Stone Age to the present
day. The Östgötaleden offers a journey
through the area’s exciting past, through
a varied landscape with many sights
along the way. For more information
about the Östgötaleden trail in Finspångs
municipality see www.ostgotaleden.se.
Hiking trail in Lotorp
An easy and comfortable 10 km hiking trail
runs from the hostel in Lotorp. The trail
largely follows the water beside the old
railway embankment in Lotorp running
south to Butbro. A map of the route is
available at Lotorp hostel.

NUMEROUS LAKES MEAN
ENDLESS OPPORTUNITIES
Many people are looking for an active holiday, from families to thrill
seekers. Finspång has it all.
Contact the tourist information centre
on +46 (0)122-851 00 or e-mail turism@
ﬁnspang.se to find out where you can buy
a fishing permit. The tourist information
centre also has the new fishing map for
2012, “Fishing in Östergötland”, designed
for international visitors.

Trout or pike?
You’ll find perfect lakes here to try your
luck at fishing. You can fish for pike and
perch, as well as stocked rainbow and
salmon trout. We have a large number
of protected fishing areas and fishing
societies that work for sustainable fish
stocks, a long-term and sustainable fishing
industry and rich and varied sports and
leisure fishing. There are a number of
rules and regulations on leisure fishing
covering where you are allowed to fish,
when you can fish and how you can fish.
This information is provided on the fishing
permit you need to buy to fish in all the
lakes in this area.

Pike – the provincial ﬁsh of
Östergötland
There is no doubt that pike (Esox lucius) is
one of Sweden’s most exciting and popular
catches. Pike is the main predator fish in
Sweden and a very popular species for
sports anglers.
Finspång on two wheels
The many small lakeside roads that wend
their way through varied countryside in
the municipality make for excellent cycling.
There are five mapped and signposted
cycle trails of varying length through the
local forests. A cycling map and further
information is available at the tourist information centre, tel. +46 (0)122-851 00
or e-mail turism@finspang.se

Paddle youe r
own cano
If you love the natural
world, there are wonderful
canoeing trails to explore.
The many lakes are
linked by a network of
watercourses and rivers.
You can paddle long
stretches without having to
carry your canoe and there
are excellent rest sites and
wind shelters along the way.
For information about
canoeing trails and canoe
hire:
Finspångs kanotcenter
www.ﬁnspangskanot
center.net
You’ll ﬁnd a map of the
canoeing trails here.
Rejmyre kanotbas
www.rejmyre
kanotbas.se

Swimming
Just two of Finspång’s
most popular beaches:
Skiren, along the road
from Finspång to Igelfors
about 9 km from Finspång, and Älgsjön, along
the road from Grytgöl to
Kattala about 7 km from
Grytgöl.

Paddling is the ultimate way
to get closer to nature.
Foto: Maj Paulsson
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HISTORIC ATTRACTIONS
Our museums
• The Mill Museum
(Bruksmuseet) in Finspång
• Gruvstugan mining cottage
in Hällestad
• Rural Life Museum
(Lantbruksmuseet) in
Ljusfallshammar
• Rejmyre Glass Museum
• Risinge Folk Museum
(Hembygdsgård)
• Regna Hembygdsförening
rural heritage association

Church with unique mediaeval
paintings
S:ta Maria church is one of Sweden’s most
interesting mediaeval churches. Go on
a fascinating guided tour of the church,
which was founded in the second half of
the 1100s. This church is best known for its
extensive original mediaeval ceiling and
wall paintings, some of the most unique
mediaeval paintings in northern Europe.
The paintings have never been covered in
lime wash and nor have they been restored.

For further information
about accommodation,
maps and brochures, please
contact the friendly staff
in our tourist information
centres.

traditional glassblowing techniques,
Reijmyre is a unique glassworks, open all
year round. Visitors can see the glass being
shaped from a glowing soft mass into a
beautiful finished product by glassblowers
with years of professional experience. This
ancient manufacturing method makes
every piece of glass unique.
Rejmyre Glas- och Hantverksby
Rejmyre Glas- och Hantverksby has a
blacksmith’s, café, bakery, antique shop,
a brass works, a clothes and gift shop, a
glass museum and a hostel. All of them
are found beside the historic Reijmyre
Glassworks and the restaurant Rejmyre
Gestgifveri. Engelska Magasinet, a
beautiful warehouse building, hosts
various exhibitions of art, crafts and design,
while the art project Rejmyre ArtLab runs
workshops and seminars with guest artists
from Sweden and abroad in the village.
Collections from the ironworks era
The Mill Museum was founded in 1755
and was used as accommodation for the
dales men who built the blast furnace and
the bridge, Hällestadsbron. The museum
contains collections from the ironworks era,
primarily 1827-1860.
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Did you know?
When planning a holiday
in Finspång you can book
accommodation online! We
also provide valuable ideas
for exciting activities for
young and old alike. Visit
our tourism site: www.
ﬁnspang.se

Häﬂa hammer forge
Set in a beautiful natural setting between
the lakes of Regnaren and Vagnaren, just
outside Rejmyre, Häfla hammer forge is
well worth a visit. The forge offers a unique
glimpse of industrial history and everyday
life in the past. The guide will show you
the hammer forge, the blacksmith’s and
the sawmill, preserved with the equipment
and tools as they were left when the last
blacksmith made his way home in 1924.
This is a unique and complete small
ironworks showing the development of
production techniques over 300 years.
Reijmyre Glassworks
The name Rejmyre, approximately 25
km north of Finspång, is often associated
with the glassworks founded there in
1810. Reijmyre Glassworks is today one
of the oldest glassworks in Sweden and
has always been at the forefront of design
throughout its 200 year long history.
Today, with innovative design and ancient
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Museums of agricultural and rural
history
The rural life museum Lantbruksmuseet
in Ljusfallshammar is one of Sweden’s
largest museums focusing on the history
of farming and rural life over the past two
hundred years.

3,000 m2. Larger machinery such as a
caterpillar, a digger with a cable winch and
a home-made ditching machine, which has
several engines and gearboxes, are outside
in the museum’s 35,000 m2 of land.

It’s easy to imagine the farmer’s wife using
all her kitchen equipment or battling with
the laundry. Or step into the parlour, for
important guests.
The shoemaker and carpenter’s workshops
are also on show, as is a section looking at
the different phases and techniques in the
craft of making textiles. The displays show
much of what a Swedish grandmother
living in the country might have owned
and in one corner you can see the outdoor
life of the farmers in the form of finely
carved wooden figures.

Gruvstugan and the mining
museum in Hällestad
The mining cottage Gruvstugan was the
site of many dramatic events in the 1600s.
It was the century in which the mountain
farmers of Hällestad helped through
their mining to create the climate for the
development of industry in Finspång.
Supplied with iron ore from Hällestad and
Vånga, Finspång became Sweden’s most
important canon foundry. Gruvstugan
brings to life the mining industry of the
past with maps, models of the local area,
and models of works and machinery. There
is also a collection of minerals with stone
specimens from the waste rock from the
surrounding mines.

Organic flour
in Hävla
Hävla mill, which was
moved to its current
location in 1900-1901, is
near Häﬂa hammer forge
and is the best preserved
mill in the municipality. The
mill is still running and is
solely powered by water.
Visit this very unique and
beautiful watermill and you
also gain an insight into the
production of the mill’s
own organic ﬂour.

The over 8,000 objects are indoors in the
exhibition space spanning approximately

Every summer Gruvstugan hosts
amateur theatre performances of plays
written for the event. Based on actual
documented events, the plays depict the
lives of the mountain farmers. Gruvstugan is open to visitors by arrangement
or in conjunction with events.

This is our future.
Make it yours.
Welcome to Finspong. Home of innovative
turbine makers since 1913.
www.siemens.com/energy
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FINSPÅNGS TOURIST OFFICE
Kulturhuset Finspång, Bergslagsvägen 29
612 30 Finspång
Phone +46 122-851 00
Mail turism@ﬁnspang.se
REJMYRE TOURIST OFFICE
Glasbruksvägen 42
610 14 Rejmyre
Phone +46 122-858 85
Mail turism@ﬁnspang.se
www.ﬁnspang.se

FINSPÅNGS KOMMUN

Bergslagsvägen 13-15 612 80 Finspång Phone 0122-850 00
post@ﬁnspang.se www.ﬁnspang.se

www.ﬁnspang.se

Fax 0122-850 33

